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What is Teachers Day?
Let’s start revolution of Japanese education

- Show their respect and gratitude for teachers
~REASON WHY WE RESEARCHED TEACHERS DAY~

@ + Students give a present, throw the party, sing a song...
Interested in Vietnamese culture

l Vietnamese students think about teachers
"Teachers’ Day”celebrated all over the world
! Japan doesn't have this holiday * Being friendly and joyful
Decided to research more about teachers day - They admire their teachers
= = i ! =
PROBLEMS OF JAPANESE EDUCATION NOW 45
* Classes passive style L e How to make Japanese education better! 8 T |

* Knowledge-based education ) ,
Make presentations about what they've learned

and share it with their classmates!

—they can understand the subject deeply, improve communicaticn skills, and think creatively.

VIETNAM HAD THE SAME PROBLEM

* The government acknowledged it and updated Make online games related to what they’ve learned

—They can have fun while studying, improve technology skills, and realize how interesting studying is.
—I

Do you know Teachers Day? Teachers Day is a day celebrated all over the world
including Vietnam. We discovered this day when we were researching some of the

holidays in Vietnam. It caught our interest because we don’t have this holiday in Japan,
so we decided to research more about it.

Thanks to teacher’s day, Vietnamese students have an image of them being friendly
and joyful. However, most Japanese students don’t have much image of them with
respect.

From this, we found two main problems in the current Japanese education system.
That is that classes take a passive style and a knowledge-based education is provided.
Actually, Vietnam had the same problem. However, they updated their educational
policy to focus more on the students and practical skills in 2005. Perhaps we can learn
from this example.

To solve these problems in Japan, we suggest the following actions. Students will
make presentations and online games related to what they’ve learned and share and
play them with their classmates. By doing so, they can get practical skills and
participate in classes more positively. If we do these ideas, we can make Japanese
education better.



No Need to Be Perfect

I would like to write about my experiences in this program.

First, I'll explain why I decided to join this activity. One reason is that I wanted to
improve my English-speaking skills. The opportunities to communicate with foreign
people are not common in my life, so I needed time to use English actively. Another
reason is that I wanted to improve international understanding. I think acquiring
various viewpoints is necessary for my future life. For these reasons, I decided to
participate in this project.

It was my first time to talk with Vietnamese people and I was happy I could
understand the Vietnamese English. I talked with my buddy about Vietnamese culture
I was interested in. During this project, the image of Vietnam I had changed in my
mind. As a matter of fact, the educational levels are very high and the economy is
growing every year in Vietnam. This is new information for me, so I was surprised. I
assumed Vietnam was a poor, developing country, which I know is wrong.

I made progress in some points. For example, I improved my English skills. When

I talked with my buddy, I couldn’t catch his words and also couldn’t speak fluently at
first. I was really upset because I thought that I could communicate well in English.
However, in the last moments of our online meeting, I enjoyed talking with my buddy
and I felt no communicational barriers between us. Why could I communicate well in
the end? I learned that having a high English ability is not enough to communicate with
people. The enthusiasm for communication is also essential. If I can’t understand what
a person is saying, I can ask him or her to say that again slowly. When I asked my buddy
to repeat what he said, he always did it for me. When I couldn’t come up with the best
words to say, I looked for other words I knew and I could make myself understood. My
buddy understood what I wanted to say, and we always had good conversations.

From these experiences, I learned another important thing: To be confident when
I talk to someone. We are using English as a second or foreign language, so there are
some unique accents and pronunciations. We should make an effort to understand these
non-native “Englishes” and try to communicate with each other. I became less stressed
when speaking English because I knew that I didn’t have to be perfect. I felt it was OK
to make mistakes. What is most important is not speaking perfect English but trying to
communicate eagerly. Awareness of this is now the basis of my international
understanding.

I enjoyed this project a lot and I achieved my two goals; improving my English
skills and deepening international understanding. I want to keep good connections with
my Vietnamese friends and I want to visit Vietnam someday. I am grateful to everyone
who cooperated during this wonderful program. I will continue to study English hard to
work on a global scale in the future.

89



My confidence

I didn’t have any confidence in my English ability. Although I like studying English,
my English level is not enough. I didn’t know what to do to improve my English ability.
Then, I heard about the global course. I thought that if I join this course, I might be able
to improve my English ability. So, I decided to take the global course.

This program gave me some chances to talk with high school students in other
countries. It was hard for me to communicate with them at first. My buddy speaks
English well and talked to me a lot. However, I couldn’t clearly express myself. Not only
Vietnamese students but also the members of the global course are good at English. So,
I felt miserable because of my poor English ability.

There were hard things, but I learned more than that through this program.

First, I learned the importance of trying to express myself. When I talked with my
buddy, I couldn’t tell my ideas well, so I used gestures. Then my buddy also tried to
understand what I wanted to say. In the meantime, we were able to enjoy talking. I was
happy to make myself understood in English.

Second, I learned that talking with people is the best way to understand each other’s
countries. Before I talked with Vietnamese students online, I researched on Vietnam.
Then, I felt as if I almost understood Vietnam. However, I could get more new
information about it by talking with the Vietnamese students. I realized that not all
information I got on the Internet is correct. Today, the Internet enables us to get various
information but the information might cause misunderstanding and prejudice. Actually,
the image of Vietnam changed after joining this exchange program. If we really want to
understand another country, we have to talk with people living in that country and
experience its culture.

In this way, I learned a lot of things from the global course. The most important
thing I learned is this; Even if the language we speak and the country we live in are
different, we can still understand each other. This program gave me a precious
experience. Thanks to this program, my English skills have improved a little. My
worries changed into my confidence. I want to continue studying English hard so that I
can talk with people all over the world with more confidence in the future.
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My progress

I joined this project because it looked very interesting to me. My English teacher
often talked about foreign countries, so I wanted to know how different Japanese culture
1s from foreign countries. My English teacher comes from Vietnam, so I was especially
interested in Vietnam.

We started with getting a lot of information about Vietnam. I learned a lot of things
about Vietnam such as the population of Vietnam, food, and Vietnamese events. We
talked with Vietnamese students online. And then, we asked Vietnamese students some
questions about what we want to know during the online meeting. I was surprised that
Vietnamese customs and Japanese customs are very different. For example, Vietnam
has a holiday called Teachers Day. We chose this topic as our research theme because
we don’t have such a holiday in Japan. Researching Teachers Day, we found that the
1mage of teachers between Japanese students and Vietnamese students is very different.
Vietnamese students have an image of teachers being friendly and joyful. However,
Japanese students have an image of teachers just being people who teach. We thought
this situation is a problem of education in Japan. We started to think about how to solve
this problem. Finding the solution was very hard. We discussed it a lot when our
opinions were split. By doing so, we managed to come up with our own solution. After
that, we faced a new problem. A structure of presentation was confusing. We spent a lot
of time discussing it. was glad to get a positive feedback from Vietnamese students. I
was glad to keep discussing thoroughly.

Thanks to this project, I grew up a lot. The most important progress is to improve
my ability to talk in English actively. At the beginning of the online meeting, I couldn’t
speak a lot because I was very nervous. I was afraid of making mistakes. Vietnamese
students spoke English actively though it is not their official language. Vietnamese
students were very kind and friendly, so I could relax and speak. They spoke slowly for
me when I couldn’t catch their English. I thought I had to speak English more actively
even if I make mistakes. I finally enjoyed the online meeting. I can’t speak English
perfectly yet, but my English skills have advanced after this project.

From these experiences, I learned two things. One is to speak English actively and
the other is to keep doing something thoroughly. That can be applied to not only my
school life and but also my future work. I want to use this good lesson as a practical
skill.
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Teamwork and International Communication

Since I entered Takada High School, I have always wanted to participate in the
global group for the research project in the second grade. I've always been interested
1n other countries’ lifestyles, foods, and culture. Due to COVID-19, I knew I couldn’t go
to Vietnam. However, I expected the project would teach me many things, and in fact
1t did.

Going into this project I wasn’t sure what I wanted to research about. In the global
group, we were split into 3 groups depending on what we wanted to learn about Vietnam.
I was placed in the group with students who had similar interests as me, which was
traditional holidays in Vietnam. My group researched many things about Vietnamese
holidays, and also asked questions to Vietnamese students who are called our “buddies.”
At first it was hard to communicate, because we were speaking to each other online, but
gradually we became closer, and now my buddy and I are good friends.

Slowly but surely the final project came closer, which was our group presentation.
We decided that we wanted to research about “Teachers’ Day,” and started working on
the presentation for it. We gathered several times after school to talk about the
presentation, and we also surveyed students in Japan and Vietnam as part of our
research. I was in charge of the English on the presentation slides and the script. On
some nights, I had to stay up late to work on it, because I didn’t have time. It was
challenging but I managed to do it. On the day we presented to the Vietnamese students,
even though I couldn’t see their faces because it was online, I was still a little bit nervous.
However, we got many positive comments from the Vietnamese students and I felt
happy that our hard work had paid off. I was more nervous when we had to present the
presentation to our school. Unlike presenting online, there were hundreds of faces in
front of us, but we were able to successfully present our research.

Working with our group I learned many things. As with any group project, there
were a few conflicts along the way, but we managed to work through them. We were
able to have good teamwork and give a good presentation. I also improved in
communicating in English with foreign students, and learned how to write in English.

I hope I can use these abilities and improve them in the future.
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We researched about relationship between Vietnamese and Japanese companies.
We received a lecture from Mr. Imai, who is a staff of JETRO Ho Chi Minh. And we
learned that many Japanese companies advanced to Vietnam and Vietnam and
Japan have a close relationship. We wonder how to continue this good relationship.

Firstly, we learned that Vietnam is capturing attention from the world. Now there
are a lot of foreign companies in Vietnam. In addition, many foreign companies are
developing their own factories and bases. It is because they can employ people with
cheap wages in Vietnam. Also, investment cases are increasing too. Some developed
countries make an investment to Vietnam. From this, we can see that Vietnam 1is
getting attention from foreign countries now.

Secondly, the current situation of Vietnam also has a disadvantage. Developing
foreign companies’ factories may lead to depending on foreign capital. One of the
causes lies in human resources in Vietnam. It has been trying to decrease the number
of youth unemployed and unskilled by providing beginners with vocational training.

Finally, we learned it’s important that companies never use Vietnam only for cheap
wages to build better relationship in the future. They should help Vietnamese workers
to improve their skills. For example, companies help employees get certified. We hope
that Vietnam and Japan build a better relationship and develop together.
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My Asset

I wanted to make friends with people who have a global point of view and inspire
each other. This is one of the reasons why I decided to join the global team. Thanks to
this activity, I met a lot of respected people. Meeting them became my asset.

One of them is my buddy, Kelly. Her English is much better than mine but more than
that, she is charming. She always tried to understand what I wanted to say. She was
pleased more than I was when I could give a presentation. Not only that, she also gave
me a lot of advice, such as how to speak clearly and make a clear presentation. She is
my first friend who lives abroad, and I was nervous and anxious when I contacted her
for the first time, but she always smiled at me. Thanks to her, I really enjoyed chatting
and talking with her. I want to go to Vietnam and see her face to face someday.

Second, PTNK students are also respected. They are so proactive. I was disappointed
and passive many times because I couldn’t communicate with them in English well.
However, every time I saw their active attitude, I thought that I have to change my own
attitude. Also, they told us a lot about the attractive points of Vietnam such as people,
food, culture, and history. I want to go there and see them with my own eyes.

Also, I learned a lot from Mr. Imai, who works at JETRO Ho Chi Minh, and my
teachers. Mr. Imai is an expert of Vietnamese economy, and he answered a lot of
questions from us using email, even though he must be so busy with his work. Also, the
teachers helped us a lot using their own time. Both acted even if there was no benefit
for them. I felt their eagerness and I want to become a hard worker like them.

I appreciate the Global team members, especially my group. Our group chose the
Vietnamese economy and Japanese companies in Vietnam as a topic. We caused our own
problems because the economy in both countries is difficult to research and gather
information about. Whenever we ran into problems, we cooperated and managed to
solve the problems together. I could spend quality time with them.

By meeting people who are involved in this program and doing activities with them,
I discovered a lot of my weak points and some good points. I want to become like them.
These people will be my role model. Now, my goal is to become a person who can inspire
other people such as PTNK students and global members, like they have impressed me.
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Broadening my horizon

I want to go to many countries and see different worlds, using English in the future.
I think it is boring to live just in Japan forever and thinking only about my own country.
I ’'m interested in foreign culture, lifestyle and so on. This program was a good chance
for me to research other countries’ economy and culture and come into contact with
foreign people. So, I decided to take part in this program.

I learned three things from this project. First, Vietnam is a very advanced country.
Before my research, I thought Vietnam is still a developing country. However, it is not
true. Since the Dol moi policy finished, their economy has grown. Also the GDP and
population are significantly increasing. Many foreign companies in Vietnam are
advancing.

Second, Japan and Vietnam are building a good relationship. A lot of famous
Japanese companies are doing their business in Vietnam. Japanese bikes, cosmetics and
foods are especially very popular in Vietnam. Vietnamese people have a good impression
on Japanese products. The relationship between Japan and Vietnam is deeper than I
thought. I think Vietnamese people know a few Japanese things but I haven’t see much
Vietnamese food, cosmetics, and so on.

Third, speaking English gives me confidence. When I talked with my buddy, I was
very glad. This is because my buddy complimented my English. I didn’t have confidence
in my English. However, she said to me, “I understood your words so you don’t need to
worry.” Her words made me happy. Then I realized speaking English will make me more
confident. I felt that using some language knowledge is very useful and English will be
necessary in the future. Also, Japanese English education in Japan is not enough to
improve practical skills. Vietnamese English skills are better than ours. The English
ability of Japanese people is ranked lowly in the world. I felt we have to get practical
English skills.

In this program, I could grow my feeling for the world. For example, I started to
think about other countries’ problems. I've never deeply thought about the economy or
labor force. I discussed how to solve their problems many times with my group members.
It was very difficult and hard for us, but I felt it is important for me. There are a lot of
problems all over the world, so we should think about such foreign problems. I think it’s
necessary to broaden our horizon.

I could learn many things thorough this program. I want to broaden my horizon more
and think about various foreign problems in the future. I know it’s not easy. In fact,
when I discussed the Vietnamese economy with my group members, I felt it was very
hard to find a solution. However, we could learn a lot of information about the economy
from discussing it. Our topic was difficult. However, I felt glad to choose this topic. I
don’t want to waste the chance which I was given for the future. I'll broaden my horizon.
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The whole wide world

I decided to participate in this program because my friend asked me to do it together
and I liked doing things in English. I thought this training would be more exciting than
regular Tokyo training. Also, I wanted to improve my English skills and get to know
more about the world.

One thing that I especially felt throughout this training is that there are a lot of
people in the world who are better than us. In this program, we had some opportunities
to share information online with Vietnamese students. In Vietnam, Vietnamese is used
as the official language. However, they spoke English more fluently than we could. As
far as I could feel, they didn't seem to have any problems with using English even if
English was not their official language. To be honest, there was a huge difference
between our English skills and their English skills. There were many occasions when
we couldn't understand what they were saying or what we wanted to say wasn't
communicated well to them. This experience gave me a better understanding of how low
the level of my English learning is and how insufficient the opportunity to use English
1s. Moreover, I realized not only their conversation skills but also their presentation
skills in English were awesome.

What I have developed the most throughout this program is the ability to work with
teammates to reach a goal. We faced some problems in advancing the activities. However,
in the end, we were able to achieve our goal of completing the presentation. There were
times when we couldn't come up with good ideas and continued to worry. When I couldn't
communicate well with Vietnamese students, we managed to get through it by
cooperating together.

There are many people in the world who are better than me in every way, even in my
generation. From such a big point of view, my sense of value is very small. In order to
get closer to them, I would like to make an effort for my own personal growth.
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“Diversity and harmony” is one of the slogans of TOKYO Olympics 2020. It focuses
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VIETNAM

JAPAN
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The number of 75% of people

Group awareness in Vietnam have their believes

Same-sex marriage -0OK

Japanese people are @2 Family concept
afraid of being different

They have strong family
concept.

Having children is important for

on differences in races, religions, languages and LGBTQ. Because of the importance of
this situation, we decided to focus on LGBTQ people in Japan and Vietnam.

First, we researched the current situation of LGBTQ in two countries. As we know,
both in Japan and in Vietnam, there has never been a law to accept the same sex
marriage. As for Vietnam, the impact of religion is bigger than that of Japan because
about 75% of Vietnamese have a religion faith and religion plays an important role in
their daily life.

Through our research, we found that the group oriented society prevents Japanese
people from accepting LGBTQ. On the other hand, in Vietnam, the strong family concept
and religions are the main barriers. There are many LGBTQ people suffering from
discrimination in both countries.

It’s difficult to fully understand all the people. Eliminating discrimination is also a
difficult thing. However, if we can work together, a society where all people can live as
themselves can be made. We hope that one day we will be able to hang the rainbow of
equality by our efforts.
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For equality

How can we solve international problems?

Recently, I've thought most people aren’t aware of crisis though we should solve
global problems as soon as possible. It’s difficult to solve these problems without
Iinternational cooperation, so I have wanted to talk with foreigners about how to find
new solutions. That's why I applied for this program.

I found many Japanese LGBTQ people feel their human rights are not protected due
to discriminations against them. Also, I learned LGBTQ people are treated as patients
who have mental illnesses in Vietnam. I was shocked to hear that, so I decided to focus
on LGBTQ problem to make a better society for everyone.

I worked hard with my teammates. First, we had to learn the recent situations in
both countries, so we asked Vietnamese students many questions. However, I had hit a
wall before I tried to find the solutions. I keenly realized the difficulty in communicating
with foreigners in English. I was all running to catch up the contents of our talk. They
patiently told me what they wanted to say until I could understand. Thanks to their
kindnesses, I found an important thing: Good communication is established by making
an effort to communicate. After I'd learned it, I have never given up telling my opinions
like them. Finally, I could enjoy the conversation with them.

Then, we tried to find the solutions. At first, I've felt it’s difficult because I couldn’t
imagine what I can do for LGBTQ people. Through my research, I noticed the core of
this problem. I misunderstood that non- LGBTQ people can’t stand on the same footing,
so I was afraid of expressing our opinions for LGBTQ people. We tend to feel different
from them, but they are not different. Everyone is different. It is a mistake to regard
them as special. There are many people who have not noticed it yet, so discrimination
still exists. It is the problem that their human rights are not treated as “person”.

I believe the world without discrimination will come. Vietnamese students and I
could make an effort together. I felt difficult in communicating with them at first
because there was a language barrier, but that’s just it. We became friends, overcoming
it. I can say the same thing for the LGBTQ problem. How could we stop discriminating
against them? We can accept and love each other with our kindness.

Thanks to this program, I could become better not only at speaking English but also

at broadening my viewpoints. I could mentally grow as a person.
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Individual personality

I would like to talk about my impressions on this exchange program with Vietnam
high school students.

The reason why I choose this course is simple. It is because I like English and wanted
to realize my dream of working abroad to help people. I can’t say that I'm a good English
speaker. Even if I'm not very good at speaking English, this was the big “chance” to try
to know the limit of my English skills. So, I decided to take part in this program.
Through this experience,l learned two things.

The first thing I learned is the big differences between different countries. I knew
there would be some differences in ways of thinking, but it was much bigger than I had
thought. One example can be seen in attitudes toward gender. Most Japanese have a
stereotype regarding gender that women should be graceful people or should do
housework and men should be patient and should do power work. These are taken for
granted unconsciously. When I talked about it with PTNK students, I found that
Vietnam doesn’t have the stereotype which most Japanese have. I was so surprised
because she said such a stereotype is unique to Japan. As we talked, I really felt the
differences regarding the way of thinking. At first these differences are difficult for both
sides to understand. However, I believe that the attempt to recognize and understand
these differences is necessary to deepen international understanding.

The second thing is the importance of trying to communicate. As I said in the
beginning, I was not confident in my ability to speak English. So, whenever I talked
with my buddy in English, I was so nervous because I didn’t know what I should do if I
couldn’t speak well. However, this was unnecessary anxiety. Even if I didn’t know how
to say something, I just tried my best to express it in English and managed to have a
conversation, and the PTNK students seemed to understand me. The more I spoke, the
fewer times I had to look up words. I have grown a lot compared to when I first started.
Knowing a lot of words and grammar is important, but I learned the importance of just
trying my best to communicate. Also, I thought this was the same when talking to people
who speak the same language.

In this way, it was a valuable opportunity for me to learn a lot of things and become
more confident in my English ability. I would like to work abroad in the future, so
activities to solve a certain problem beyond national borders like this time was a step
towards my dream.

The most important thing is to take any opportunity and “change yourself “
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Interaction & Cooperation

The Vietnam training program is the main reason why I chose to come to Takada
high school when I was in junior high school. Going abroad to learn more about other
countries was one of my biggest dreams and goals. Although we couldn’t go to Vietnam
this year due to the coronavirus, I still can say that my dream was realized. I have
gained lots of new experience and learned many things from talking to Vietnamese
students and preparing for the presentation.

Instead of talking face to face, we used the Internet to communicate with them. It’s
quite difficult for me to understand what they said at first without gestures because
their accent is different from a Japanese or Chinese person’s accent. However, as I
talked more with my buddy and learned more about Vietnam, I gradually became able
to understand their words exactly.

By talking with my buddy, I found that I had a lot of prejudice and
misunderstandings about Vietnam. For example, I had thought that Vietnam was poor
because it’s a developing country. However, my buddy told me that Vietnam had
1mproved a lot, not only in economic field, but also in many other areas such as the
environment and education. She also told me that Vietnamese GDP continued to
increase despite the influence of the coronavirus. If I hadn’t joined this project and
talked to my buddy, I would never have had the chance to eliminate those
misunderstandings.

Most prejudices are caused by not knowing each other. I believe that communication
can help us learn more about other countries to solve this problem.

Although talking with my buddy was very interesting, I had a lot of troubles when I
prepared for the presentation. I had to write everything in English, such as the
PowerPoint and the draft of the speech. I also needed to practice for another speech at
that time. Time was limited. I didn’t have the confidence in giving a good presentation
at all. It was a hard time for me.

Thanks to my group members, I made a schedule to make sure that we have enough
time to practice the presentation. They also checked my PowerPoint slides and fixed it
many times. Thanks to them, we could make enough time to practice our speech to make
it better. Eventually, we succeeded in giving a good presentation.

Through this experience, I learned how important cooperation is. Like our conclusion
of the research on LGBTQ, it’s difficult to achieve a big goal alone. Teamwork is very
important.

I will remember the importance of communicating and cooperating, and apply this
experience to my life and study in the future.
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